
2018 CERTIFICATE PROGRAM SESSION DESCRIPTIONS  

All Sessions Are For 3 Hours, Total - 24 Hours of Study 

 

PART ONE – 6 Sessions (18 hours)  

 

Taking a Systems Approach to Urban Sustainability (2 Sessions) 

 

Jaimie Cloud and Ashwani Vasishth 

 

Taking a systems approach to sustainability—that is to say, looking at the world holistically, rather than 

in a siloed approach—generates significant synergies and has great benefits. We will learn to use tricks 

and techniques that allow us to view the world as an organic, complex system, even though we are 

limited, cognitively, to thinking of the world in simple terms. This segment of the Certificate Program 

will give you the tools, world views and concrete methods you need better understand and communicate 

about the world holistically. We will also study the use of nested scale hierarchic (process-function) 

ecology as a basis for making depictions to assist us in adaptive choices we can make.  Participants will 

learn to use The Natural Step process to structure their interventions.  

 

Jaimie Cloud 

The Cloud Institute for Sustainability Education 307 

Seventh Avenue, Suite 1201 

New York, NY 10001 

Phone: 212.645.9930 

 

Ashwani Vasishth 

http://phobos.ramapo.edu/~vasishth 

http://ramapo.edu/sustainability 201-

684-6616 

 

 

Project Management Demystified (2 Sessions) 

 

Tom Gibbons 

 

The use of project management processes and procedures helps ensure that projects and products are 

delivered within cost, schedule, and resource constraints. This introductory module will introduce you to 

the skills that ensure your projects are completed on time and on budget while delivering the specified 

project. You will gain knowledge of the basics of project management and be able to immediately apply 

that knowledge to effectively manage projects. At the end of the module you will be able to identify and 

manage the product scope, build a work breakdown structure, create a project plan, create and monitor 

the project budget, and identify and manage project risk. 

 

Thomas M. Gibbons, PMP 

CB&I 

Environment & Infrastructure 

Cell: 917-593-4836 

Email thomas.gibbons@cbi.com 
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http://www.cloudinstitute.org/
http://www.cloudinstitute.org/
http://www.cloudinstitute.org/
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Successful Community Organizing Strategies (1 Session) 

 

Frank McMillan 

 

Community organizing offers a set of critical tools to ensure community-based projects of all sorts are 

implemented and effective. This workshop will discuss concrete examples of how organizing has been 

used to create change around small issues like delivering stop signs or speed bumps in a local 

neighborhood to larger issues like building thousands of affordable housing units in New York City or 

delivering more than a billion dollars in environmental clean up right here in Jersey City. It will provide 

participants with concrete tools to build relationships, develop leaders, and act effectively to create 

change in their local neighborhood or city. 

Frank McMillan 

New Jersey Together / Metro Industrial Areas Foundation 

773.412.2797 mobile | frank.mcmillan@gmail.com www.metro-

iaf.org 

 

 

Introduction to Permaculture Design, Principles & Ethics (1 Session) 

 

Sean Walsh 

 

Permaculture is a thoughtful design framework that weaves together a multitude of sciences and 

disciplines for the purpose of meeting human needs while simultaneously increasing ecosystem health. 

Often thought of as a set of techniques, permaculture is more of a design philosophy and method of 

inquiry. In this segment we will learn to practice the principles of permaculture design, by examining 

examples and case studies to see those principles in action, and learn how to apply the core ethics of 

permaculture to ensure that the outcomes of our actions are aligned with our intentions. You are invited to 

bring your own design focus so that you can test this understanding in practical ways. [For those 

interested in a deeper understanding of permaculture practice in a community context, a continuation of 

this discussion will be offered in Part Two as a Practicum Track  - see below description; please note that 

there will be a pre-class assignment for those who choose to register for that Track.] 

 

Sean Walsh, MALD 

AppleSeed Permaculture 

Edible Landscaping & Regenerative Design 

AppleSeedPermaculture.com 

732.407.2939 

 

 

Sustainable Jersey City – Participatory Platform for Innovative Demonstration Projects  

 

Deb Italiano 

 

During the opening and close of the course, an overview of Sustainable Jersey City (SJC) will be 

provided, with update on initiatives and projects available to participants to become more involved with.  

SJC is a catalyst organization that educates, empowers and activates community stakeholders to make 

mailto:frank.mcmillan@gmail.com
http://www.metro-iaf.org/
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http://appleseedpermaculture.com/
tel:%28732%29%20407-2939


JC a more sustainable place to live and work.  Started in 2011as JC’s Community Green Team, SJC 

continues to grow as a grassroots task force and collaborative network of individuals and organizations 

who are interested to learn and share best practices across a variety of topics.  SJC’s main goal has been 

to demonstrate how sustainable design and interconnected community efforts might lay a foundation for 

JC to become the greenest and most sustainable city in NJ, with community stakeholders that are 

educated about and committed to environmental, economic and social justice. ☺



Deb Italiano 

Founder & Chair 

Sustainable Jersey  City 

917-447-9839 

 

 

PART TWO – 2 Tracks / 2 Sessions Each (6 Hours - Choose 1 Track When You Register) 

  

Introduction to Principles of Green Building & Urban Sustainability (2 Sessions) 

LEED for NC / Urban Infrastructure (CEUs available)  

John Decina 

  

Will focus on Sustainable Green Building Design & Maintenance principles and strategies and introduce 

the concepts and standards such as the LEED rating system, the International Code Council (ICC) 

National Green Building Standard & Energy Star. After a general understanding of the certification 

structure for higher performing buildings and their surrounding footprint, emphasis will be given to storm 

water management including opportunities, while featuring Green Infrastructure innovations ranging from 

streetscapes, landscaped rain gardens and green roofs & walls.  Synergies with other Urban Impacts will 

also be explored, i.e.,  heat island effect, water use / irrigation reduction. This course will include a 

pathway to two future credential offerings – the LEED Green Associate and the Building Operator 

Certification® (BOC) 

 

John Decina, LEED AP, GACP, Program 

Director Green Path Corp 

jd@greenpathnj.com 

609-218-0515 

 

 

 

Permaculture: Problem Solving Approaches for Community Projects (2 Sessions) 

 

Sean Walsh 

 

Building on the introductory session in Part One, these next two sessions are intended as a PRACTICUM.  

Students will choose a problem topic in their community to analyze and in small groups exchanges 

explore means of solving that problem through a permaculture lens.  Where do you see room for 

improvement in your neighborhood, in your garden, on your school campus, or in your bioregion? Are 

you frustrated by litter in the street, weeds in your garden, or a poorly functioning storm water 

infrastructure system?  Whether your challenge is with an ecological, social, or economic system (or all 

three), we can apply permaculture thinking to guide us toward effective solutions.  These sessions will 

help to design a project initiative that participants can take back to their community to start to resolve the 
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problem they identified – homework will be required after the first session to establish a framework for 

project solutions that will be designed and presented in the second session.   

 

Sean Walsh, MALD 

AppleSeed Permaculture 

Edible Landscaping & Regenerative Design 

AppleSeedPermaculture.com 

732.407.2939 
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