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Bio Profiles for Panelists & Moderator 
 

George Vallone / President, Hoboken Brownstone Co.  – Panelist, Green Real Estate 
Development 
 

As President of The Hoboken Brownstone Company (HBC) -- a multi-faceted real estate 

development firm active along New Jersey’s Hudson River “Gold Coast” -- George Vallone, along 

with his friend and Business Partner for over 38 years - Chief Operating Officer Daniel Gans, has 

compiled extensive experience in urban housing through a socially conscious approach to 

development.  Their mission statement is “Quality real estate development means quality 

community development.” 

His firm has been responsible for renovating brownstones, brick row houses and has built 

mid-rise and hi-rise condominiums in Hoboken and Jersey City. His development companies 

specialize in large mixed-use Brownfield redevelopment projects.  The successful redevelopment 

of 1.8 MSF of mixed-uses at the Maxwell House Coffee property on the Hoboken waterfront, 

“Maxwell Place on the Hudson” was voted Best Urban Large-Scale Mixed-Use Development in 

2010 by NJ Future and was awarded a Phoenix Award for being the best brownfield 

redevelopment in Region 2 by the US Environmental Protection Agency. 

His general contracting company, Inner City Construction, Inc., (ICCI), has built over 1,000 

units of affordable housing for non-profit church-affiliated community-based groups and for-profit 

housing corporations in Jersey City, Paterson, Newark and Trenton.  

HBC is now embarking on its most innovative project yet, the redevelopment of a fifteen-

acre Brownfield site in downtown Jersey City into a new mixed-use transit-oriented neighborhood 

containing over 2,000 apartments. This mixed-use project will transform a contaminated post-

industrial wasteland into a vibrant new neighborhood with shopping, dining, entertainment 

venues. A new Light Rail Station is planned nearby for mass transit access into New York City and 

all along New Jersey’s “Gold Coast”. HBC is also redeveloping large formerly industrial sites in, 

Carlisle, Pa., and Oxford, NJ. 

Mr. Vallone is past President of the New Jersey Builder’s Association (NJBA) and a founder 

and first Chairmen of NJBA’s Mixed-Use Developers Affiliate (“MXD”). The members of MXD are 

responsible for the construction of more than 75% of all rental housing built in NJ.    For 10 years 

he served as President and Chairmen of the Board of Our House, Inc. a non-profit group that builds, 

owns, and operates over 30 group homes and provides job training for 120 developmentally 

disabled adults and individuals with mental health, substance abuse, and criminal backgrounds. 

https://www.andco.work/
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He also has served on the Board of YCS – Youth Counseling Services, Inc. a $70M non-profit whose 

mission is to serve children at-risk in New Jersey.  

He serves as Co-Chair of the Green Infrastructure Task Force, a partnership between NJBA 

and NF Future, a non-profit organization that focuses on Smart Growth Principals and 

Environmental public-policy issues. The result was creation of a “Developers Guide to Green 

Infrastructure” that has received national attention and has been adopted by the NJ Department 

of Environmental Protection as their Best Management Practices guide on how to use Green 

Infrastructure for storm water management. 

As Chairmen of the Strategic Planning Committee of the Capital Markets Partnership (CMP), 

Mr. Vallone helped negotiate a partnership with the US Green Building Council (USGBC) to deploy 

CMP’s RELi Standard to certify the level of resilient design for buildings, infrastructure, and 

communities. Mr. Vallone has been named to the USGBC / CMP Steering Committee that will soon 

launch the RELi program internationally to decrease the risk of damage from extreme climate-

change related weather events.   

Mr. Vallone possesses a BA in Accounting from Gettysburg College (’76), an MBA in 

International Finance from Fordham University (’78). He has been a licensed NJ Real Estate Broker 

(’86 to Present) and he has been admitted as a Counselor of Real Estate. He has guest lectured at 

NYU, MIT, and taught a Real Estate Finance and Risk Management courses at the Rutgers Graduate 

School of Business, the NJ Redevelopment Agency’s Edison Institute, the Rutgers Cook College 

Continuing Education Series, and at the NJ Bar Association’s Institute for Continuing Legal 

Education. He also lectures extensively around the country on numerous real estate topics 

involving creative finance, joint venturing with land owners, structured seller financed land 

development, RE Crowd Funding, TDR’s, risk management in ground-up re-development, green 

building, green infrastructure, green bond financing, and brownfield re-development topics.   

 
 
 
Benoy Thanjan / CEO, Reneu Energy  - Panelist, Commercial Solar Opportunities 
 
Benoy Thanjan is the Founder and CEO of Reneu Energy and he is also an advisor for 
several solar startup companies.  He has extensive financial experience in the 
renewable energy industry and in the environmental commodities market.   
 

mailto:benoy@reneuenergy.com


Before founding Reneu Energy, he was the SREC Trader in the Project Finance Group 
for SolarCity which merged with Tesla in 2016.  He originated SREC trades with buyers 
and co-developed their SREC monetization and hedging strategy with the senior 
management of SolarCity to move into the east coast markets.  
 
Benoy was the Vice President at Vanguard Energy Partners which is a national solar 
installer where he focused on project finance solutions for commercial scale solar 
projects.  He also worked for Ridgewood Renewable Power, a private equity fund, 
where he analyzed potential investments in renewable energy projects and worked on 
maximizing the financial return of the projects in the portfolio.  Benoy also worked on the 
sale of all of the renewable energy projects in Ridgewood’s portfolio.   
 
He was in the Energy Structured Finance practice for Deloitte & Touche and in Financial 
Advisory Services practice at Ernst & Young.  Benoy received his first experience in 
Finance as an intern at D.E. Shaw & Co., which is a global investment firm with 37 
billion dollars in investment capital. He has a MBA in Finance from Rutgers University 
and a BS in Finance and Economics from the Stern School of Business at New York 
University.  Benoy was an Alumni Scholar at the Stern School of Business.   
 

 
 
 
Matt de la Houssaye / Director NY Office & Coalition for Resources Recovery, Global Green - 
Panelist, Waste Streams 
 
Matt is a Program Director at Global Green, a national environmental non-profit, where 
he develops and manages projects in the areas of climate resiliency and circular 
economies. He is currently managing a national technical assistance program to 
support cities and neighborhoods with increasing their resilience in the face of climate 
change. Prior to joining Global Green, Matt worked as a project developer and manager 
to implement recycling projects for industrial companies and conducted New York State 
Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) funded feasibility studies for 
biogas, district heating, and solar technologies. He holds a Master of Science in 
Environmental Management and Policy from the International Institute for Industrial 
Environmental Economics (IIIEE) at Lund University, Sweden, and a dual BA in 
Economics and Environmental Studies from Emory University. 
 

 
 

mailto:mdelahoussaye@globalgreen.org


 
Michael Mazur / COO, Greenspot – Panelist, Electric Vehicle Infrastructure & Smart Mobility 

 
Michael Mazur has always had an entrepreneurial mind, constantly striving to innovate and think 
outside the box. Michael grew up living in Chicago before moving to Tel Aviv at the age of 12 
where he stayed through his military service in the Israeli Defense Force. This background has 
given him a unique perspective, which combines Israel’s “start-up nation” culture with traditional 
American business strategies. This viewpoint led him to pursue an education in both law and 
finance. 
 
Michael has held leadership positions in various industries such as Management Consulting, 
Hospitality, Military, and Mobility.  Michael has had a lifelong passion for mobility and fascination 
with how we can get from point A to point B, from analyzing Taxi Cab companies in Chicago at 
the age of 5, to booking flights for his family at the age of 7. Michael sees Greenspot as a way 
to revolutionize our mobility landscape – and becoming a worldwide leader in transportation 
electrification and mobility. 
 
In addition to working he enjoys cooking, playing basketball, and obsessively tracking the stock 
market. 

 

 
 
 
Tony Borelli / Vice President, Bike JC – Panelist, Jersey City Bike Master Plan  
 
As a leader of Jersey City’s all-volunteer nonprofit organization for better biking, Tony is 
involved in the group’s advocacy for infrastructure improvements such as protected bike 
lanes and bike parking, its organized group rides, and its general public education and 
outreach, all of which aims to make biking a safer and more viable means of 
transportation in the city. 
  
Originally from Queens, Tony worked for years as a newspaper reporter in suburban 
New Jersey, witnessing first-hand the danger, pollution, and inefficiency of car-centric 
transportation. This experience fed his interest in alternatives such as mass transit and 
biking, particularly in the region’s cities, as they began a revival that continues today. 
  
A resident of the Hamilton Park neighborhood for over 21 years, Tony sees Jersey City 
as the next frontier in bike-friendly urbanism, able to learn from and extend 
improvements well underway in nearby New York City, to bring the safety, health, 
environmental and other benefits of widespread biking to his current hometown. 
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By day, he is a proofreader for The Prudential Insurance Company of America in 
Newark, where he also serves as a Trustee of that city’s bike advocacy group, the Brick 
City Bike Collective. 
 

 
 
 
Deb Italiano, Founder & Chair Sustainable Jersey City - Moderator 

 
Founder and Chair of Sustainable Jersey City (SJC), is passionate about urban sustainability and 
the power of community networks. SJC’s mission is focused on developing a broad platform for 
community engagement, bringing resources to stakeholder groups for green neighborhood 
initiatives and structuring a framework for ongoing civic leadership and sustainability focused 
educational opportunities.  
 
Ms. Italiano, LEED AP, is Managing Principal of Merintra Co., LLC, a strategic business and 
market development consulting firm based in Jersey City that she founded in 2003. Prior to 
founding Merintra she spent 15 years on Wall Street leading large scale change initiatives 
related to governance and strategy alignment for both Morgan Stanley and JP Morgan Chase.  
 
She now works with green economy clients to build their business and brand equity through 
sustainability measures and through hi-impact collaborative enterprise initiatives, which benefit 
the communities in which they operate. She received her BS from Pace University in New York 
City. 
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